* _ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFEN@

2 June 1976
Memo Eor The Secretary of Defense
Don:
OV
Senator Proxmire has invited you to appear N
before his Subcommittee on Priorities and _ —

Economy in Governinent oi tne Joint Economic
Committee on the 8th of June. Jlhe inquiry
':Nill focus on mission requirements and their

relation to the Soviet military threat and to
procurement decisions.

-

Based upon the fact that you have amply covered
the subject in previous testimony, and that you

will be Ereparing for your Brussels trip I
recommend that you sign the attached letter

declining to appear.




THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D C. 20301

JUn 4 T976

Honorable WIlliam Proxmre

Chai r man

Subcomm ttee on Priorities and
Econony in Governnent

Joint Economc Conmmttee

Congress of the United States

Washi ngton, D. C 20510

Dear Bill:

| received your invitation of May 20 to appear before the Subcommttee on
Priorities and Econony in Governnment of the Joint Economc Committee.

As | considered the subjects which you proposed to cover,. it becane clear
that all of the information your Conmttee seeks has been presented by ne
and other DoD witnesses, in even greater detail than is expressed in your
May 20 letter, to the Senate and House Armed Services and Appropriations
Commttees, and, to a |lesser extent, to the Senate and House Budget Com
mttees, during the FY 1977 President's Budget Hearings. |n addition,
the FY 1977 Annual Defense Departnent Report to the Congress and the

Chai rman., JCS' FY 1977 report on the United States MIlitary Posture pro-
vi de extensive DoD positions on many of the subjects in your letter. |
believe the published Commttee hearings would also include, in great
detail, i nformati on which woul d be very useful to your Subcomm ttee.

Because | will be leaving on June 8 for NATO Defense Planning Commttee

and Nucl ear Planning Goup neetings in Brussels, | will be unable to
testify as you have requested. In any case., as noted above, the inforna-
tion requested is readily available. [If there are areas which are unique
in their application to your Subcommittee, or which have not already been
presented to the Congress, | would greatly appreciate your staff contacting
mne so that we mght focus upon those critical aspects in which you are

| nt er est ed.
Sincerely,
- '/’,
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN., CHAIRMAN RICHARD BOLLING, MO,, VICE CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA. - HENRY S. REUSS, WIS,

WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. WILLIAM 8. MOORHEAD, PA.

ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN. LEE H. HAMILTON, IND,

LLOYD M. BENTSEN, JR., TEX, GILLIS W. LONG, LA.

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS.

’ OTIS G. PIKE, N.Y.
ook e Congress of the United States  somwsmme
ROBERT+TAFT, JR., OHIO MARGARET M. HECKLER, MASS,
PAUL J. FANNIN, ARIZ, JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE JOHN H., ROUSSELOT, CALIFE,
JOHN R. STARK, (CREATED PURSUANT TO SEC. 3(s) OF PUBLIC LAW 304, 0TH CONGRESS)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR " WASHINGTON, D.C. 205 10
May 20, 1976

The Honorabl e Donal d Runsfeld
Secretary of Defense
Depart ment of Defense

The Pent agon
Washi ngton, D.C 20310

Dear Don:

This is to invite you to testify before the Subcommttee
on Priorities and Econony in Governnent of the Joint Economc
Comm ttee, June 8,°1976 at 11:00 a.m. | would also |ike the
Chai rman or anot her spokesman for the Joint Chiefs of Staff
to appear wth you.

As you know, the Subcommttee has conducted extensive
inquiries into the econom c i ssues i n defense spending over a
period of many years. You took part in some of our inquiries
when you were a nmenber of the Joint Economc Commttee.

The present inquiry will focus on mssion requirenents
and their relation to the Soviet mlitary threat and to pro-
curement decisions. | think you wll agree that the way m ssion
requirenents are defined has the nost far-reaching influence
on deci sions about new weapons Systens.

| would like you to discuss generally the procedures
foll owed for defining and changi%%_nission requi rements, the
rol es of your office, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the
i ndi vi dual services, the relationship of potential mlitary
threats to the mssions, and how procurenent decisions are co-
ordinated wth the m ssions.

It would be helpful if you could illustrate your renarks
with specific exanples. The Subcommttee is particularly in-
terested in the nmissions assigned to mlitary airlift, navy sea
control, field army air defense, fleet air defense and anti-
ar nor .

It would aid the Commttee if we could have &PO copi es

of your statenent by noon Mnday, June 7, 1976. ease send
themto M. M chael  Runde, Joint Economc Conmttee, Room G 133

793?/@(;7/




-

The Honor abl e Donal d Runsfel d
., Page Two
May 20, 1976

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. If

you have any questions about the hearing please contact M.
Ri chard Kauf man (224-0377).

Sincerely,

111 am/éio i

Chai rman, Subcomm ttee on Priorities
and Econony in Governnent
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OFFICE OF THE SECR§TA-RY' OF DEFENSE p
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Memo For Admiral-Carr . 0 {:: j:”i' S
K en - _ / ‘5%«'

- Attached is the letter | hope we wer e talking
about with respect to possible hearings.

‘ - We’re working on a JCS-General Elder and
OSD-Mr. McClary as witnesses.

-~ Not sure it will work, but that's the
way we’ re looking.

~~- Problem is that no one is here In
SecDef's office to check. it out.

b ?%
- E. Chavarrie
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